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WHY? 
3 decades of research on citizens and 
greenspace in urban areas

1. Action research 

2. Study of local greenspace 
initiatives 

3. Literature study

WHY? 



1 Action research 

• Hop on the bus, joint side walks 
• Various groups in terms ages, culture, 

education
• Disposable camera for youngsters to 

take pictures
• Pensionados cutting photographs from 

magazines
• Children putting flags: what you like 

(green flag), what you not like (red flag)
• Joint design sessions
• ...



Joint site visits in  Rotterdam and 
Amsterdam

Do you ever come here? How often?

What do you do here, how do you use 
this space?

What do you think of this?

What could be better?



Joint design process new local park

Excursion city officers and citizens about 
management (incl. maintenance) of 
greenspace



Use of mosaic pieces to design the park, 
some ten different groups represented



2 Study greenspace  initiatives

Urban Garden ‘Kweekland’, Arnhem 

Tiel Center XL



greenspace company initiative 
Oosterwolde, natural business area



Kersentuin, Leidsche Rijn, Utrecht



transition area private - collective



36 factors of success and failure of 
greenspace initiatives

agreement with the municipality 
on goals and outline of the 
initiative

work experience greenspace

budget, 

...



Member municipal executive board:

“Entrepreneurs want to make 
progress. The municipality is 
more tied to rules and 
regulations. Use the capacity 
of companies to develop the 
region!”

Can ‘The New Gardener’ take  
a role?



3 Literature study

• production services
• regulation services
• cultural services
• supporting services

Ecosystem Services: (urban)  
greenspace can deliver 
numerous ecosystem services



Transition studies

Regime change and systemic change

• Innovations bump into ‘regimes’

• Green management department 
pays, benefits to others. 

• Residents lack know how and time

New social constructs are needed. 



socially and economically 
low status neighbourhoods

an example from Rotterdam: 

Positive score ‘social effort’

Numerous challenges where 
greenspace management can 
help somewhat or even a lot



social capital

Use the social capital which is 
present within the existing 
structures of  the city at the 
fullest. 
Mobilize within these 
structures the creativity and 
innovative capacity of 
citizens and companies. 
(free translation after Hajer, 2011)



WHY: conclusions from the research

1. Local greenspace initiatives lead to greater variety.

2. Potential of greater meaning of greenspace for society.

3. Many challenges where The New Gardener as company may help.

4. Greenspace Management Department pays, benefits to others.

5. Low status neighbourhoods need attention.



HOW? 

Topsector research project by 
Wageningen Research financed by TKI 
A&F and T&U together with VHG & 
garden and landscape contractors



Project activities

Demonstration projects by companies, 
• followed and supported by Wageningen Research

• commissioned by Municipality, WaterBoard, Housing Corporation, 
Care organization? 

Knowledge exchange
• Masterclasses 

• Learning Community

• Development of E-learning materials

Joint coordination and strategic actions 
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Commisioners
1 Climate 
adaptation

x x x x x Municipality

2 Employment 
residents

x x x x Municipality, 
Salvation Army

3 Social 
cohesion

x x x Housing Corporation, 
Municipality

4 Healthy food x

5 Healthy 
exercise and 
wellbeing 

x Salvation Army, 
Housing Corporation

6 Care for elder 
&  their garden

Care organization? 
Municipal health 
service?

7 Greentech of 
participation

x



film from the theme ‘cooperation with schools’





demonstration: greening private 
gardens and climate adaptation



OUTPUT
• New kinds of greenspaces (pictures, descriptions, meanings)

• E-learning material 
• texts about knowledge and skills, 

• films from the demonstrations

• tailormade tools per challenge

• ‘New’ gardeners

• An informed network

• Dissemination of insights to schools, universities and 
vocational training



film from the theme: ‘involving residents’ 

(relating to social cohesion)





E-learning themes

27

e.g.
• Role of The New Gardener
• Cooperation and Contracts* 
• Involving local residents*
• Cooperation with schools*
and some more to come

Different content between higher and 
practical education

From traditional towards integral management of greenspace

file:///C:/Users/aalbe008/OneDrive - Wageningen University & Research/De Nieuwe Hovenier Kennis op Maat/kennisproduct/From Traditional to more integral greenspace management (1).mov


film from the theme ‘cooperation and contracts with municipality’





RELEVANCE BEYOND DUTCH CITIES?

1. Relevance to your home countries?

2. Interesting for international cooperation and an EU project?

Thank you for your attention!
For information: 

• carmen.aalbers@wur.nl
• your contact at VHG.

mailto:carmen.aalbers@wur.nl

