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General remark:
Imagine that you are writing this for a funding agency: why would they pay you to do this research? This means that they should be convinced that
· This is an important topic -> good problem statement (especially the first, general part) that makes clear that you are going to address an important problem
· This is going to yield new information -> good and precise problem statement (especially the latter part where you explain the knowledge gap that you are going to address) that makes clear that your research fills a void in our current knowledge
· This will result in a useful research report -> clear and precise objective and research question
· You have a clear and realistic strategy to produce that report -> clear and realistic methodology
[bookmark: _Toc26776649]Problem statement
Introduction to the problem (add any references relevant to this part, and if you do, be sure to include them in the reference list at the end of the document. Even better would be to use a reference manager like Endnote, Zotero, or Mendeley, as they can make your reference list for you).

Start broad and then slowly zoom in on the exact problem you are addressing. One paragraph per message; one message per paragraph. It can help to write first in a list of bullet points the messages that you want to convey, get their order right, and then write each out in a single paragraph.

Don't say anything about your objective here! Focus on the problem. However, if somebody would read only your problem statement, but they could guess correctly from the problem statement what the objective is going to be, then you have written a good problem statement.
[bookmark: _Toc26776650]Objective
This research aims to... (One sentence with one objective)

A good research objective indicates the level of ambition. Note the difference in ambitions between the following verbs that might come right after "to":
· Explore
· Identify
· Investigate
· Assess
· Quantify

Avoid formulating a method as an objective ("To build a model..."; "To analyse..."). If the distinction between the objective and the method is unclear, ask yourself: can I fail in this objective, no matter how poorly I do it? If you can fail at it, it may count as an objective; if you would attain your objective no matter how poorly you do (any set of equations is a model), then it is more likely to be a method.
[bookmark: _Toc26776651]Research questions
The research questions are (maximum 4)
1. Research question?
2. Research question?
3. Research question?
4. Research question?

Good research questions meet the following criteria:
1. [bookmark: _Hlk31630598]They operationalise your objective. In other words, they divide the big problem that is the objective up in smaller parts (the research questions) that make it more feasible.
2. When you have answered the research questions, you have attained the objective.
3. They are unambiguous: there is only one way to interpret them.
4. We need your research to answer the research question. If the question can be answered by picking up a text book it is not a good research question because the answer is there already.
5. For each question you can formulate a strategy to address it, e.g. by developing a model, doing a survey, etc.
6. After you have done your research, you can refer back to each question in your conclusions chapter and give the answer, based on your results.
[bookmark: _Toc26776652]Methodology
Formulate for each question the strategy to address it. Be as precise as you can.
Research Question 1 will be addressed by...
Research Question 2 will be addressed by...
Research Question 3 will be addressed by...
Research Question 4 will be addressed by...
[bookmark: _Toc26776653]Schedule
The methodology should have identified for you a list of tasks that need to be done, e.g. design a survey, select respondents, test your survey in the field, carry out the survey, do the analysis, write the report. Explain when you want to carry out each task. Set milestones: by this date I want to have that ready, etc.
Data management
Your research will probably entail the collection of data through surveys, public data sources, interviews, and so on. It is important that after the completion of your thesis such data are stored in such a way that others, for example an exam committee, can reproduce your results from your data set and your scripts (R scripts or Stata do-files)[footnoteRef:1]. Therefore, it is important in your proposal to anticipate the kind of data that you will collect and to have a plan on how you will submit those data. Typically you will submit, with your thesis, a zip-file that contains [1:  Note that "data" can also entail qualitative data such as interview transcripts.] 

· A simple txt file, named README.txt, that provides a description of all other files (data and code) in the zip file.
· The data files: this can be MS Excel files, csv files, Stata dta files, interview transcripts. The most important is that the file type is accessible: quantitative data must be in a file format that can be imported into a statistics programme like R or Stata, and interview transcripts must be translated to English.
· Scripts that produce your results from your data: this can be R scripts, Stata do-files, Matlab scripts, or any other coded script that a user can run with your data to reproduce your results. For this reason it is not recommended to use Excel for statistical analysis. You may use SPSS only if you know how to make SPSS scripts.
· If relevant: consent forms from your respondents to use the data they provided to you for your research.
· If relevant: the code of models that you developed, such as GAMS files or Python scripts. You can also include this as an appendix to your thesis.

You can also submit scans of your survey forms, but this may violate privacy restrictions. Discuss with your supervisor whether you should also submit the survey forms.

On Brightspace you can find an example of a data zip-file to be submitted with your thesis.
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